
 
 

   
 

Disclosure of Financial Relationships and Mitigation of Conflicts of Interest for STS CME Activities 
 
As a sponsor of continuing medical education accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), The Society of Thoracic Surgeons requires that any individual who is in a position to control the content of an 
educational activity must disclose all financial relationships with any ineligible companies. This is to ensure that that all 
decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made without any 
influence or involvement from the owners and employees of an ineligible company. The ACCME defines ineligible companies 
as those whose “primary business is producing, marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing health care products used by or 
on patients.” The question of whether a disclosed conflict situation could represent undue influence on the educational 
activity by an ineligible company or whether the disclosed information is sufficient to consider an abstract, presentation, or 
other educational enduring material to represent potentially biased information must be mitigated prior to an individual’s 
involvement in STS educational programming. 
 
Disclosure information is provided for each presenter at the beginning of the session and/or presentation. If applicable, the 
absence of relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies will also be disclosed to learners. Review the complete 
STS Education Disclosure Policy. 

All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated. 

This document is up to date as of October 12, 2026. 
 

Name of Individual Name of Ineligible Company(s) Nature of Relevant Financial 
Relationship(s) 

Michael Zhen-Yu Tong, MD, MBA Abiomed; Abbott; Lifenet Consultant/Advisory Board (Abiomed, 
Abbott); Speakers Bureau/Honorarium 
(Abbott, Lifenet) 

Nicholas Teman, MD Alexion Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Consultant - Ended 

Kari Sims, PT, DPT ARJOhuntleigh Inc; Medtronic Consultant/Advisory Board 
(ARJOhuntleigh Inc); Speakers 
Bureau/Honorarium (Medtronic) 

David Lizotte Cardiac Advanced Resuscitation 
Education, LLC 

Ownership Interest 

Michael Boss, MD Chiesi USA Speakers Bureau/Honorarium 

Amanda Rea, DNP Edwards Lifesciences; BD; Renibus 
Therapeutics 

Speakers Bureau/Honorarium 
(Edwards Lifesciences, BD); Advisory 
Board (Renibus Therapeutics) 

Jamie Gordon, MBA Medtronic; Fresenius; Werfen Speakers Bureau/Honorarium 
(Medtronic, Fresenius, Werfen) 

Lee Goeddel, MD, MPH Medtronic; Retia Medical, Becton 
Dickinson 

Research (Medtronic, Retia Medical, 
Becton Dickinson) 

https://www.sts.org/about-sts/policies/education-disclosure-policy
https://www.sts.org/about-sts/policies/education-disclosure-policy


 
 

   
 

Subhasis Chatterjee, MD N/A N/A 

Audrey Spelde, MD N/A N/A 

Jacqueline Olive, MD N/A N/A 

Jeremiah A. Hayanga, MD N/A N/A 

Michael Grant, MD N/A N/A 

Nadia Clarizia, MD N/A N/A 

Chetan Pasrija, MD N/A N/A 

Joseph Rabin, MD N/A N/A 

Jessica Crow, PharmD N/A N/A 

Timothy Meyenburg, DNP, CRNP N/A N/A 

Sarah Holler, MSN, MS N/A N/A 

Rachel Born, DPT N/A N/A 

Daniel Neas, BSN, DNP N/A N/A 

Giancarlo Suffredini, MD N/A N/A 

Alison Grazioli, MD N/A N/A 

Heather Hayanga, MD N/A N/A 

Alexander Gregory  N/A N/A 

Eric Etchill, MD N/A N/A 

Erin Niles, PA-C N/A N/A 

Natalia Girardi, MD N/A N/A 

Jessica Williams, MSN N/A N/A 

Aditya Bansal, MBBS N/A N/A 

Jamel Ortoleva, MD OctaPharma Consultant/Advisory Board 

Kamrouz Ghadimi, MD OctaPharma Research Grant, Consultant/Advisory 
Board 

Eric Krause, MD Procure On Demand Employment, Ownership Interest 

Cheryl Crisafi, MSN, RN Renibus Therapeutics Consultant/Advisory Board 

John Trahanas, MD Traferox; Artivion Speakers Bureau/Honorarium 
(Traferox, Artivion) 

Zachary Gray, MPAS None N/A 

 


