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Disclosure of Financial Relationships and Mitigation of Conflicts of Interest for STS CME Activities

As a sponsor of continuing medical education accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education
(ACCME), The Society of Thoracic Surgeons requires that any individual who is in a position to control the content of an
educational activity must disclose all financial relationships with any ineligible companies. This is to ensure that that all
decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made without any
influence or involvement from the owners and employees of an ineligible company. The ACCME defines ineligible companies
as those whose “primary business is producing, marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing health care products used by or
on patients.” The question of whether a disclosed conflict situation could represent undue influence on the educational
activity by an ineligible company or whether the disclosed information is sufficient to consider an abstract, presentation, or
other educational enduring material to represent potentially biased information must be mitigated prior to an individual’s
involvement in STS educational programming.

Disclosure information is provided for each presenter at the beginning of the session and/or presentation. If applicable, the
absence of relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies will also be disclosed to learners. Review the complete

STS Education Disclosure Policy.
All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated.

This document is up to date as of September 17, 2026.

Name of Ineligible

Name of Individual Company(s) Nature of Relevant Financial Relationship(s)
David Glineur Medistim Speakers Bureau/Honoraria
Sigrid Sandner N/A N/A
Mario Gaudino N/A N/A
Nirav Patel Intuitive Consultant/Advisory Board
Michael Halkos Intuitive; Medtronic Consultant/Advisory Board
Chase Brown Intuitive Speakers Bureau/Honoraria

. . Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Abbott; Medtronic),
Vivek Rao Abbott; Medtronic . .
Consultant/Advisory Board (Medtronic)

. . Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Edwards Lifesciences; Atricure);
. Edwards Lifesciences; . .
Ralph Damiano . . Research Grant (Atricure), Consultant/Advisory Board
Atricure; Medtronic . .
(Atricure; Medtronic)

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Medtronic), Consultant/Advisory

Joseph F. Sabik IlI Medtronic; Abbott Board (Abbott; Medtronic)

Armin Kiankhooy AtriCure Speakers Bureau/Honoraria, Consultant/Advisory Board
Jennifer Lawton N/A N/A

Patrick O. Myers N/A N/A

Marc Ruel Medtronic Research Grant, Consultant/Advisory Board
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Robert Hawkins N/A N/A

Giuseppe Tavilla N/A N/A

Christopher Lau N/A N/A

Kelsey Gray Intuitive; Atricure Consultant/Advisory Board
Bobby Yanagawa Edwards LifeSciences; Speakers Bureau/Honoraria

Angiodynamics

Alexandra Kharazi

Zimmer Biomet; Becton

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria

Dickinson

Irbaz Hameed N/A N/A
Jacqueline Olive N/A N/A
AlleaBelle Bradshaw N/A N/A
Janet Ngu N/A N/A
Aleksander Dokollari N/A N/A
Islam Salikhanov N/A N/A
Fabio Ramponi N/A N/A
Bruna Fortunato-Velten N/A N/A
Bilal Khan Mohammed N/A N/A
Yazan AUamal N/A N/A
David Cervantes N/A N/A
Neelesh Bagrodia N/A N/A
Doosang Kim N/A N/A
Varun Sriram N/A N/A
Hina Inam N/A N/A
Abel Cherian N/A N/A
Karim Wilson N/A N/A
Gabriele Maria lacona N/A N/A
Ahmed Elmahrouk N/A N/A
Tony Lawler N/A N/A
Sandra Tomas N/A N/A
Mina Zaky N/A N/A
Frans van Wagenberg AtriCure Research Grant or Support
Gregory Rushing AtriCure Research Grant or Support, Advisory Board
Lucas Moskal Getinge Speaker Honoraria (Terminated 4/29/2025)
Scott Bradbury (STS Staff) N/A N/A
Meredith Herzog (STS Staff) | N/A N/A
Michele Rush (STS Staff) N/A N/A
Isabel de la Cruz (STS Staff) | N/A N/A
Samantha McCarthy N/A N/A

(STS Staff)




Amy Cacich (STS Staff) N/A N/A
Meagan Reichstein

N/A N/A
(STS Staff)
Melisa Puthenmadom

N/A N/A

(STS Staff)




