
 
 

Disclosure of Financial Relationships and Mitigation of Conflicts of Interest for STS CME Activities 
 
As a sponsor of continuing medical education accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), The Society of Thoracic Surgeons requires that any individual who is in a position to control the content of an 
educational activity must disclose all financial relationships with any ineligible companies. This is to ensure that that all 
decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made without any 
influence or involvement from the owners and employees of an ineligible company. The ACCME defines ineligible companies 
as those whose “primary business is producing, marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing health care products used by or  
on patients.” The question of whether a disclosed conflict situation could represent undue influence on the educational 
activity by an ineligible company or whether the disclosed information is sufficient to consider an abstract, presentation, or 
other educational enduring material to represent potentially biased information must be mitigated prior to an individual’s 
involvement in STS educational programming. 
 
Disclosure information is provided for each presenter at the beginning of the session and/or presentation. If applicable, the 
absence of relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies will also be disclosed to learners. Review the complete 
STS Education Disclosure Policy. 

All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated. 

This document is up to date as of December 1, 2025. 
 

Name of Individual Name of Ineligible Company(s) Nature of Relevant Financial Relationship(s) 

Julie Painter, MBA, CCVTC, CPMA  N/A N/A 

Julia Jonas, CPC, CPMA N/A N/A 

V. Seenu Reddy, MD, MBA Angiodynamics, Artivion, Atricure Consultant/Advisory Board 

Stephen Lahey, MD  Human Resolution Technologies Consultant/Advisory Board 

Jeffrey P. Jacobs, MD  Abbot, Abiomed Consultant 

Joseph Turek, MD  N/A N/A 

James D. St. Louis, MD  N/A N/A 

Sunita Srivastava, MD N/A N/A 

John Howington, MD, MBA  N/A N/A 

Richard Freeman, MD, MBA N/A N/A 

Francis C. Nichols III, MD  N/A N/A 

Aaron M. Cheng, MD  N/A N/A 

Sanjay A. Samy, MD  N/A N/A 

Scott C. Silvestry, MD  N/A N/A 

Scott Bradbury, MS N/A N/A 

Amy Cacich, CMP N/A N/A 

Chris Bukowski N/A N/A 

Kasia Chalko N/A N/A 

Caitlin Golden N/A N/A 

Meredith A. Herzog N/A N/A 

Melisa Puthenmadom N/A N/A 

https://www.sts.org/about-sts/policies/education-disclosure-policy
https://www.sts.org/about-sts/policies/education-disclosure-policy



