
 
 

Disclosure of Financial Relationships and Mitigation of Conflicts of Interest for STS CME Activities 
 
As a sponsor of continuing medical education accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), The Society of Thoracic Surgeons requires that any individual who is in a position to control the content of an 
educational activity must disclose all financial relationships with any ineligible companies. This is to ensure that that all 
decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made without any 
influence or involvement from the owners and employees of an ineligible company. The ACCME defines ineligible companies 
as those whose “primary business is producing, marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing health care products used by or  
on patients.” The question of whether a disclosed conflict situation could represent undue influence on the educational 
activity by an ineligible company or whether the disclosed information is sufficient to consider an abstract, presentation, or 
other educational enduring material to represent potentially biased information must be mitigated prior to an individual’s 
involvement in STS educational programming. 
 
Disclosure information is provided for each presenter at the beginning of the session and/or presentation. If applicable, the 
absence of relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies will also be disclosed to learners. Review the complete 
STS Education Disclosure Policy. 

All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated. 

This document is up to date as of December 1, 2025. 
 

Name of Individual 
Name of Ineligible 

Company(s) 
Nature of Relevant Financial Relationship(s) 

Katherine B. Harrington, MD Abbott; Boston Scientific 
Corporation; Edwards 
Lifesciences; Artivion 

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Abbott Artivion, Boston 
Scientific Corporation, Edwards Lifesciences); 
Consultant/Advisory Board (Abbott, Boston 
Scientific Corporation, Edwards Lifesciences) 

Tsuyoshi Kaneko, MD  Abbott; Edwards Lifesciences; 
Johnson & Johnson; Medtronic    

Consultant/Advisory Board 

Vinod H. Thourani, MD  Abbott Vascular; Atricure; 
Boston Scientific Corporation; 
CroíValve; Edwards 
Lifesciences; Artivion 

Research Grant (Abbott Vascular, Atricure, Boston 
Scientific Corporation, CroíValve, Edwards 
Lifesciences); Consultant/Advisory Board (Abbott 
Vascular, Artivion, Atricure, Boston Scientific 
Corporation, CroíValve, Edwards Lifesciences) 

Gorav Ailawadi, MD, MBA   Abbott; Arthrex; Edwards 
Lifesciences; Philips; 
Medtronic 

Research Grant (Medtronic); Consultant/Advisory 
Board (Abbott, Arthrex, Edwards Lifesciences, 
Philips, Medtronic) 

Vinay Badhwar, MD  None N/A 

Ismail El-Hamamsy, MD, PhD  None N/A 

Kimberly A. Holst, MD   None N/A 
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Gilbert H.L. Tang, MD, MSc, MBA  Abbott Structural Heart; 
Medtronic; Boston Scientific; 
JenaValve; NeoChord; Peija 
Medical; Shenqi Medical 
Technology; Shockwave 
Medical; Siemens 
Healthineers 

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Abbott Structural 
Heart, Medtronic, Siemens Healthineers); 
Consultant/Advisory Board (Abbott Structural Heart, 
Medtronic, Boston Scientific, JenaValve, NeoChord, 
Peija Medical, Shenqi Medical Technology, 
Shockwave Medical) 

Alexander A. Brescia, MD, MSc  None N/A 

Joanna Chikwe, MD None N/A 

Tom C. Nguyen, MD  None N/A 

Charles J. Davidson, MD Philips Healthcare; Edwards 
Lifesciences; Abbott Vascular 

Consultant (Philips Healthcare); Advisory Board 
(Edwards Lifesciences); Research Grant (Edwards 
Lifesciences, Abbott Vascular) 

Isaac George, MD Zimmer Biomet, Atricure, 
Neosurgery, Neptune Medical, 
Abbvie, Johnson & Johnson, 
Durvena, Boston Scientific, 
Edwards Lifesciences, Help-
TheraX, 3ive, Encompass 
Medical, Summus Medical, 
Abbott SJM, BCI, Xeltis, 
Edwards Surgical, Medtronic 
Surgical, Medtronic Structural 
Mitral & Tricuspid, Trisol 
Medical, Valcare Medical, 
Durvena, Foldax Medical, 
Zimmer Biomet, Neosurgery, 
Summus Medical, BCI, 
CardioMech, Vdyne, 
MitreMedical, MITRx, BCI 

Consultant/Advisory Board (Zimmer Biomet, 
Atricure, Neosurgery, Neptune Medical, Abbvie, 
Johnson & Johnson, Durvena, Boston Scientific, 
Edwards Lifesciences, Help-TheraX, 3ive, 
Encompass Medical, Summus Medical, Abbott SJM, 
BCI, Xeltis, Edwards Surgical, Medtronic Surgical, 
Medtronic Structural Mitral & Tricuspid, Trisol 
Medical, Valcare Medical, Foldax Medical); Speakers 
Bureau/Honoraria (Zimmer Biomet, Atricure, 
Neosurgery, Neptune Medical, Abbvie, Johnson & 
Johnson, Durvena, Boston Scientific, Edwards 
Lifesciences, Medtronic, Help-TheraX, 3ive, 
Encompass Medical, Summus Medical, Abbott SJM, 
BCI, Xeltis); Ownership Interest (stocks, stock 
options or other intellectual property excluding 
diversified mutual funds) (Valcare Medical, Durvena, 
CardioMech, Vdyne, MitreMedical, MITRx, BCI, Trisol 
Medical) 

Douglas Johnston, MD  Abbott; Edwards Lifesciences; 
Medtronic; Terumo  

Consultant/Advisory Board (Abbott, Edwards 
Lifesciences, Medtronic, Terumo) 

S. Chris Malaisrie, MD  Artivion,  Edwards 
Lifesciences, Terumo Aortic, 
Medtronic, Atricure 

Research Grant (Artivion,  Edwards Lifesciences, 
Terumo Aortic, Medtronic); Speakers 
Bureau/Honoraria (Artivion,  Edwards Lifesciences, 
Terumo Aortic, Atricure); Consultant/Advisory Board 
(Artivion,  Edwards Lifesciences, Terumo Aortic) 

Nishath Quader, MD  Abbott   Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Abbott) 

Evelio Rodriguez, MD  Abbott, Boston Scientific 
Corporation, Edwards 
Lifesciences, 3ive Labs, 
CardioMech, Atricure 

Research Grant (Atricure, Abbott, Boston Scientific 
Corporation, Edwards Lifesciences, 3ive Labs, 
CardioMech); Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Abbott, 
Boston Scientific Corporation, Edwards 
Lifesciences); Consultant/Advisory Board (3ive Labs, 
CardioMech) 



 
 

Robert Smith, MD, II  Edwards Lifesciences, 
Medtronic, Artivion, EnableCV 

Research Grant (Edwards Lifesciences); Other 
Research Support (Edwards Lifesciences); Grant 
Support (Artivion, Medtronic); Speakers 
Bureau/Honoraria (Medtronic, EnableCV, Edwards 
Lifesciences); Consultant/Advisory Board (Edwards 
Lifesciences) 

Bo Yang, MD, PhD  Artivion, Edwards 
Lifesciences, Ethicon, 
Medtronic, Balance 

Consultant/Advisory Board (Artivion, Edwards 
Lifesciences, Ethicon, Medtronic, Balance); 
Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Artivion, Edwards 
Lifesciences, Ethicon, Medtronic) 

Scott Bradbury, MS (STS Staff) None N/A 

Amy Cacich, CMP (STS Staff) None N/A 

Kasia Chalko (STS Staff) None N/A 

Colleen Donohoe, CMP, DES (STS 
Staff) 

None N/A 

Meredith Herzog (STS Staff) None N/A 

Anne McBarron (STS Staff) None N/A 

Melisa Puthenmadom (STS Staff) None N/A 

 


