
 
 

Disclosure of Financial Relationships and Mitigation of Conflicts of Interest for STS CME Activities 
 
As a sponsor of continuing medical education accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME), The Society of Thoracic Surgeons requires that any individual who is in a position to control the content of an 
educational activity must disclose all financial relationships with any ineligible companies. This is to ensure that that all 
decisions related to the planning, faculty selection, delivery, and evaluation of accredited education are made without any 
influence or involvement from the owners and employees of an ineligible company. The ACCME defines ineligible companies 
as those whose “primary business is producing, marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing health care products used by or  
on patients.” The question of whether a disclosed conflict situation could represent undue influence on the educational 
activity by an ineligible company or whether the disclosed information is sufficient to consider an abstract, presentation, or 
other educational enduring material to represent potentially biased information must be mitigated prior to an individual’s 
involvement in STS educational programming. 
 
Disclosure information is provided for each presenter at the beginning of the session and/or presentation. If applicable, the 
absence of relevant financial relationships with ineligible companies will also be disclosed to learners. Review the complete 
STS Education Disclosure Policy. 

All of the relevant financial relationships listed for these individuals have been mitigated. 

This document is up to date as of December 1, 2025. 
 

Name of Individual Name of Ineligible Company(s) Nature of Relevant Financial Relationship(s) 

Adam Dryden, MD, FRCPC Edwards Lifesciences Speakers Bureau/Honoraria 

Ahmet Can Topcu, MD N/A N/A 

Aleksander Dokollari, MD N/A N/A 

Alison Ward, MD N/A N/A 

Amanda Rea, DNP, CRNP Edwards Lifesciences Speakers Bureau/Honoraria 

Catherine Stauber, BA N/A N/A 

Chase Brown, MD N/A N/A 

Chidiebere Peter Echieh, FRCS N/A N/A 

Christopher Lau, MD N/A N/A 

Daniel T. Engelman, MD 

Edwards Lifesciences; Renibus 
Therapeutics; Alexion; 
CardioRenal; Medela; Arthrex; 
Bioporto; Atricure Consultant/Advisory Board 

David Glineur, MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Donna Kimmaliardjuk, MD Medtronic Speakers Bureau/Honoraria 

Elaine Tseng, MD 
Amgen Inc.; Potrero Medical Inc.; 
Cellphire Therapeutics Research Grant 

Faisal Bakaeen, MD N/A N/A 

George Comas, MD N/A N/A 

Gianluca Torregrossa, MD Atricure; Peters Surgical Speakers Bureau/Honoraria  

https://www.sts.org/about-sts/policies/education-disclosure-policy
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Giovanna Grigsby-Rocca, BA N/A N/A 

Harry Lapierre, MD, FRCSC N/A N/A 

Hirokuni Arai, MD Sumus Inc.; Medistim; Medtronic 
Patent Holder (Sumus Inc.); Speakers 
Bureau/Honoraria (Medistim, Medtronic) 

Husam Balkhy, MD 
Intuitive Surgical; Edwards 
Lifesciences 

Proctor (Intuitive Surgical); Consultant/Advisory 
Board (Edwards Lifesciences) 

Iryna Skoblenko, MD N/A N/A 

Ivan Hernandez, MD N/A N/A 

James Tatoulis, MD N/A N/A 

Jonathan Szeto N/A N/A 

Jordan Leith N/A N/A 

Joseph F. Sabik III, MD Medtronic Consultant/Advisory Board 

Joseph Lamelas, MD 
Medtronic; Edwards Lifesciences; 
Cardiac Success 

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Medtronic, Edwards 
Lifesciences); Consultant/Advisory Board (Cardiac 
Success) 

Karlos Jennysson Sousa Soares, 
MD, MSc N/A N/A 

Kelsey Gray, MD N/A N/A 

Ki-Bong Kim, MD N/A N/A 

Kieta Kikuchi, MD, PhD Medtronic Speakers Bureau/Honoraria  

Luca Paolo Weltert, MD N/A N/A 
Marc (Hongliang Liang) Leon, 
MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Marc Ruel, MD, MPH Medtronic Research Grant, Proctor 

Maria Andrea Medina, MD N/A N/A 

Mario Gaudino, MD, PhD, MSCE Abbott Vascular Consultant/Advisory Board 

Massimo Baudo, MD N/A N/A 

Massimo Lemma, MD N/A N/A 

Michael Dorsey, MD N/A N/A 

Milan Milojevic, MD, PhD, MSCE Medtronic 
Speaker fee for cardiopulmonary bypass 
symposium: < €1000 

Moritz Wyler von Ballmoos, MD Boston Scientific Consultant/Advisory Board 

Neil Thomas, MD Rheoxtech  Ownership Interest 

Nina Delavari, DO N/A N/A 

Parker Mullen, MD N/A N/A 

Patrick Myers, MD N/A N/A 

Pierre Voisine, MD N/A N/A 

Piroze Davierwala, MD Medtronic; Minogue Medical Inc. Speakers Bureau/Honoraria 

Rafael Sadaba, MD N/A N/A 

Rakesh Arora, MD, PhD, FRCSC 
Edwards Lifesciences; HLS 
Therapeutics; Bioporto 

Speakers Bureau/Honoraria (Edwards 
Lifesciences, HLS Therapeutics); 
Consultant/Advisory Board (Bioporto) 



 
 

Rashmi Yadav, MD NeoChord; Medtronic 
Surgical Proctor (NeoChord); Consultant/Advisory 
Board (Medtronic) 

Saad Salamate, MD N/A N/A 

Serdar Gunaydin, MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Sigrid Sandner, MD N/A N/A 

Stephen Waterford, MD N/A N/A 

Takashi Murashita, MD N/A N/A 

Theodore Koutlas, MD N/A N/A 

Thomas Schwann, MD, MBA N/A N/A 

Tiffany Hsiung N/A N/A 

Yiannis Chatzizisis, MD, PhD 
Medtronic; Boston Scientific; 
ComKardia 

Consultant/Advisory Board (Medtronic, Boston 
Scientific); Cofounder and Shares (ComKardia) 

Yuki Endo, MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Zhandong Zhou, MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Zivojin Jonjev, MD, PhD N/A N/A 

Scott Bradbury, MS (STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Amy Cacich, CMP (STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Kasia Chalko (STS Staff) N/A N/A 
Colleen Donohoe, CMP, DES 
(STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Isabel Dunn (STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Meredith A. Herzog (STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Melisa Puthenmadom (STS Staff) N/A N/A 

Michele D. Rush (STS Staff) N/A N/A 
 


